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The In-State Skill Players 


by Mark A. Morrison 


Here's a look at the top 
skill position senior high 
school football players in 
Alabama 


oo things just never change. Year-in 
and year-out the state of Alabama deals 
college football teams top notch prep talent. 

Consider the history. 

Prep greats such as Bo Jackson, Walter 
Lewis, Joe Cribbs, Jon Hand, Bobby Hum- 
phrey and Cornelius Bennett. 

The list goes on and on. 

Unfortunately, college coaches have these 
shining athletes for only four seasons. Then 
they're forced to find replacements. 

On the flip side, however, college recrui- 
ters are fortunate because they are able to fill 
positions left by the college stars with excep- 
tional prep athletes. 

Alabama has been a state which has pro- 
duced talented athletes at all positions for 
many years. And, once again, the 1986 class 
of high school offensive and defensive backs 
and wide receivers looks to be an extraordi- 
nary group. And not to be forgotten, a kicker 
who already holds national honors. 

The top college prospects listed here have 
sights of making room for themselves on col- 
lege rosters for years to come. They've al- 
ready made believers out of their coaches, 
teammates, opponents and, hopefully, the 
recruiters. 

And this, "BAMA’'s second report exam- 
ining top college prospects, lists some the re- 
cruiters are bound to be looking at. 

As has been often pointed out, information 
for this report comes from many sources, but 
not the one that would be the best. Alabama 
coaches are prohibited by the NCAA (and 
good sense) from discussion of recruiting. 
This report is based on newspaper articles, 
high school coaches and recruiting publica- 
tions. It is inconceivable that Alabama is re- 
cruiting all of these players, highly likely Tide 
coaches know of a few prospects not on this 
list. 

Nevertheless, here are some of Alabama's 
6 


most talked about skill position players (in al- 
phabetical order): 


had Anderson is a 6-1, 200-pound full- 

back for Leeds. Although he missed two 
games this season with a bad ankle, he still 
gained over 900 yards and scored 12 touch- 
downs. The three-year starter and four-year 
letterman for Coach Joe Campbell has 4.6 
speed in the 40-yard dash and bench presses 
345 pounds. 

Chris Collins is a 6-5, 190-pound quarter- 
back for Coach Robert Curtis at Mobile 
County in Grand Bay. He led his team to a 6- 
3 record, its first winning season since 1980. 
In nine games he passed for 1,557 yards and 
11 touchdowns. Chris is also his team’s pun- 
ter (40.2 average) and placekicker. He is also 
an outstanding basketball player and base- 
ball pitcher. He runs a 4.7 40. 

Derrick Collins is a 6-2, 180-pound wide 
receiver for Coach Nathaniel Kelley at Phil- 
lips of Birmingham. The three-year starter 
has 26 receptions on the year including a big 
game with Parker in which he made nine 
catches for 184 yards. With 4.6 speed re- 
cruiters feel Collins is SEC caliber. He also 
enjoys basketball. 

Tracy Crowley, a 5-9 1/2, 190-pound tail- 
back gained over 1,300 yards for Coach Mi- 
chael Shipp at Litchfield of Gadsden, He 
made a habit of breaking the big gainer with 
touchdown dashes of 93, 76, 75, 65 and 58 
yards. He scored 17 touchdowns and also 
showed he could kick by booting six of seven 
field goals. He runs a 4.5 in the 40. 

Sylvester Crutcher is a 5-9, 165-pound 
split end for Coach Paul Parvin at Johnson of 
Hunisville. He runs a 4.5 40 and benches 
230. He had a 53-yard touchdown reception 
to win the game in the closing minutes in the 
first round of the state playoffs. He was 
named Player of the Week for his 
performance. 

Philip Doyle's soccer-style approach to the 
football has earned him national honors. He 
is a 6-1, 190-pound wide receiver/tight end 
and linebacker for Coach Jerry Partridge’s 
Huffman Patriots of Birmingham. He holds 
two national kicking honors including most 
field goals in a single season (22) and the na- 
tional career field goal record to date. He 
gained all-metro and all-state honors as a 


junior. Doyle, who is a three-year letterman 
in baseball, is looking to an opportunity to 
play both sports in college. 

Chris Frink does the throwing for Garden- 
dale of Birmingham. And you better believe 
he can throw. The 6-2, 190-pound quarter- 
back gained confidence from his coach and 
calls more than half of the offense’s plays at 
the line of scrimmage. And he has done an 
excellent job leading his team to 11-1 record 
last year and posting a 10-3 mark in 1986, 
On the year he completed 88 passes for 
1,230 yards and 10 touchdowns. 

Eli Gaines plays both tailback and line- 
backer for Dora's Coach Billy Coleman. The 
5-10, 175-pounder rushed for 1,450 yards 
as a junior and in 1986 carried the ball 154 
times for 794 yards and seven touchdowns. 
Defensively, he is not bashful about sticking 
his opponents. He had 36 tackles, 30 assists 
and two interceptions. 

Clyde Goode has a great family tradition 
and name quite familiar to football fans, par- 
ticularly Crimson Tide fans. The 5-9, 160- 
pounder is the brother of Alabama's Kerry, 
Chris and Pierre Goode. He has got his work 
cut out for him to follow in the footsteps of his 
elders, His coach calls him a “‘sleeper’” and 
says he definitely has ‘Goode characteris- 
tics.” He used his 4.5 speed to gain over 500 
yards rushing while defensively he led the 
team in interceptions. He also returned kick- 
offs and punts. Clyde also participates in bas- 
ketball and track. 

Louis Gordon, a 6-1, 195-pound line- 
backer for Brooks of Killen “is the heart of 
our defense,’ says Coach Gary McDonald. 
One look at his 100 solo tackles and one 
knows why, The three-year starter also 
caught 23 passes as a tight end. He handled 
punting duties also with a 42-yard average. 
As a junior he was named all-state. He runsa 
4.7 40. 


De Gulledge, 6-2 1/2 and 185, is con- 
sidered one of the best prospects at 
quarterback in the state. He has led coach 
Lyle Darnell’s Pell City Pathers into the play- 
offs and can boast of a 26-6 record while di- 
recting the Panthers the past three seasons. 
Through 12 games this season he has com- 
pleted 69 passes for 1.061 yards and 17 
touchdowns and rushed for five more. Gul- 
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ledge’s work doesn’t stop there. He also han- 
dles the punting and kickoff duties as well. 
He also enjoys baseball and basketball. He 
has 4.7 speed. 

Scott Gurosky, a 6-4, 210-pound quarter- 
back for Vestavia Hills, is another top pros- 
pect who recruiters think will be an asset to 
any ball club. A two-year starter for Coach 
Buddy Anderson, he has completed 90 
passes this season for 1,333 yards and 13 
touchdowns. He’s been named Metro South 
Player of the Week for his efforts. His talents 
do not stop with football. He is also a two- 
year letterman in basketball and a three-year 
letterman in baseball. He runs a 4.8 40. 

Anthony Harris, a 6-2, 187-pound wing- 
back for Coach Ed Reed at Tuscaloosa Cen- 
tral, was named player of the week twice as a 
senior, including once for a top one-game 
performance of five rushes for 155 yards and 
two pass receptions for 51 yards against 
Walker. The three-year letterman was a two- 
year starter for the Falcons. He is also an out- 
standing baseball player. He runs a 4.5 and 
bench presses 240. 

Eric Harris of Vestavia Hills of Birmingham 
is another senior with name recognition—his 
brother Vincent Harris plays for Auburn. A 
tailback and defensive end for Coach Buddy 
Anderson, he is 5-11, 170. He has a time of 
4.6 in the 40. On 181 carries he has rushed 
for 743 yards and 11 touchdowns. He has 
twice been named Metro South Player of the 
Week and also was named Birmingham 
Touchdown Club Player of the Week. He 
lists his brother Vincent as his favorite athlete. 

Thomas Holmes of Midfield High in Bir- 
mingham stands 6-4 1/2, wieghs 202, and 
has 4.6 speed. At split end recruiters feel he 
will make a good target in college. He is a 
three-year starter for Coach Bill Sparks. He is 
also a three-year letterman in basketball. 

Ed Horton, a 5-11, 175-pound wide re- 
ceiver and linebacker for Coach Michael 
Shipp at Litchfield of Gadsden, has caught 
26 passes for 312 yards and four touch- 
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downs. He is also busy on the other line of 
scrimage. He had 30 solo tackles and 55 as- 
sists and added four sacks and seven inter- 
ceptions, two of which he returned for 
touchdowns. His time in the 40 is 4.5. 

Melvin Johnson is a 6-3, 195-pound wide 
receiver and defensive back for Coach 
Charles Sikes at Lanier of Montgomery. He 
has 4.6 speed and Coach Sikes calls him “‘as 
good a receiver” as he has ever had. “‘He 
runs good routes and has a knack for getting 
open,” says Coach Sikes. 


Philip Doyle 


Clyde Goode 


As a sophomore Rad Lee led all Division A 
schools in rushing and as a junior was the 
leading rusher and scorer in the Alabama Pri- 
vate School Association. The 5-11, 185- 
pound tailback for Warrior Academy of Eu- 
taw missed three games this season but still 
rushed for 800 yards and 12 touchdowns. 
The four-year starter for Coach Frank Cos- 
tanzo has a career rushing total of 4,900 
yards. 

Eldridge McDonald, a 5-11, 175-pound 
quarterback and safety for Coach Butch Bar- 
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ker's Weaver Bearcats led Weaver to the 
school’s first ever state playoff birth in 1985 
and led the Bearcats back again this year. He 
has more than 500 yards rushing and 900 
yards passing as a senior with 16 touch- 
downs. He has 4.5 speed in the 40. He was 
named Calhoun County's Most Valuable Of- 
fensive Player in 1985 and also received all- 
county honors in baseball and basketball. He 
also runs track. 

Richard McKinnon is a 6-1, 215-pound 
fullback and linebacker for Coach Mack 
Wood at Elba. Picked last season to the all- 
state first team, he led his team to an 8-4 fin- 
ish in 1986. He rushed for 1,300 yards and 
scored more than 14 touchdowns. He had 
eight games in which he gained more than 
100 yards. ‘‘He’s very durable and one of the 
best I've ever had,” says Coach Wood. 

Issac Mendenhall, a 5-10, 171-pound tail- 
back and defensive back, is a three-year 
starter for Coach Rick Brown at Banks of Bir- 
mingham. He has 4.6 speed and benches 
320. He also excels at track. 

Andre Miles is a 6-3, 208-pound receiver 
and defensive end for Jones Valley of Bir- 
mingham. He runs a 4.7 and benches 375. 
One game this season he caught 11 passes, 
one for a touchdown, and defensively made 
17 tackles and even kicked a field goal. He is 
also a two-year letterman in basketball. 

Earnest Murray has made some “unbe- 
lievable catches” at his split end position for 
Lanier of Montgomery. Coach Charles Sikes 
says the 6-3, 185-pounder is “'one of the best 
receivers’ he has ever coached and calls 
Murray ‘‘SEC material.'’ The two-year 
starter has 4.5 speed and is a three-year let- 
terman in basketball. 

Soloman Patton, a 6-1, 185-pound cor- 
nerback and tailback for Murphy of Mobile, 
earned all-area honors his junior year and 
Coach Larry Henderson believes he will be 
honored likewise in 1986. Defensively, he 
has 26 tackles and 28 assists. He intercepted 
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two passes and recovered two fumbles, one 
of which he returned for a score. He has 4.6 
speed. 

Roderick Reed is a 6-2, 180-pound split 
end and defensive back for Mary Montgom- 
ery of Semmes. He runs a 4.6 and benches 
235. He has 46 pass receptions for 627 yards 
and four touchdowns. He has returned one 
kickoff for a touchdown. ‘‘He has improved 
his stock in the last half of the season by really 
coming on,”’ says Coach Tommy Davis. 

Chris Rivers quarterbacked Minor of Bir- 
mingham to back-to-back area champion- 
ships. The 6-0, 174-pound quarterback has a 
4.5 time in the 40 and benches 325. He has 
passed for more than 2,800 yards the past 
two seasons. He earned all-metro academic 
honors in 1985. 

Mike Robinson, a 6-2, 180-pound wide 
receiver and cornerback for Coach Santee 
Gamble at Blount of Prichard, averaged 7.3 
catches per game and had over 600 yards re- 
ceiving. The three-year starter is also an out- 
standing track performer, running the 440 
and anchoring the 440 relay team. He was 
selected as a player of the week. He runs a 
4.4 and benches 225. 

raig Sanderson, a 5-11, 165-pound 

wide receiver for Hamilton, holds state 
records for most career catches (134) and 
most career yards receiving (2,373). Thus, it 
is easy to see why Coach Mike Dearen calls 
him the best athlete he has ever coached. As 
a senior he has 50 receptions for 803 yards 
for a 16-yard average with four touchdowns. 
He has carried the ball 53 times for 504 yards 
and three touchdowns. Sanderson also 
shines on the baseball diamond where he is 
expected to be named in the professional 
draft. 

Andre Shears missed some games with in- 
juries and illness but came back in time to 
help Jess Lanier of Bessemer down Central 
in the playoffs where he rushed 11 times for 
96 yards and two touchdowns. The 5-9, 


Thomas Holmes 


Andre Miles 


175-pound running back has 584 yards on 
75 carries in 1986. He scored nine touch- 
downs in the team’s first four games. 

Ed Smith, a 6-3, 175-pound tailback for 
Warrior, has gained over 1,397 yards on 158 
tries for an 8.8 yard average. He adds to his 
stats with 12 touchdowns. He has had three 
games for Coach Tim Sanders in which he 
surpassed the 200-yard mark. His speed in 
the 40 is 4.5. He not only excels carrying the 
pigskin, but also shines in basketball, base- 
ball and track. 

Randy Smith suffered a setback in the sea- 
son opener for Donoho of Anniston. After 
gaining over 135 yards for the Falcons he 
went down with a knee injury. However, he 
has been operated on and given the green 
light. He rushed for over 1,500 yards his jun- 
ior season. His list of honors include all- 
county, all-area, and all-state. Smith thinks 
his future may exist with the Naval Academy. 
He also shines the in classroon with a perfect 
4.0 grade point average. 

don Spencer, a 6-2, 205-pound quarter- 
back for Robert E. Lee of Montgomery, does 
not throw much in Coach Spence Mc- 
Cracken’'s ball control offense, but when he 
does he’s accurate. He has completed 46 
passes in 89 attempts for a completion aver- 
age of 59 percent with six touchdowns. He 
also handles the punting chores and has a 
34.5 average. Going into the third round of 
the playoffs he has directed his team to per- 
fection with a 12-0 mark. As a junior he was 
named all-city quarterback and honorable 
mention all-state. His time in the 40 is 4.8. 

Siran Stacy of Geneva was picked as a 
preseason all-state performer and the 6-0, 
183-pound running back isn’t letting anyone 
down. He led his team to the playoffs and has 
1,145 yards on 214 carries and 19 touch- 
downs. Along the way he has hauled in 28 
passes for 310 yards and four touchdowns. 
The three-year starter for Coach Don Ches- 
teen has over 3,000 career yards and 30 
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touchdowns. His list of honors include two- 
time All-Wiregrass (both offense and de- 
fense) and honorable mention all-state in 
1985. Stacy is a three-year letterman in not 
only football, but also baseball, basketball 
and track. He has 4.6 speed. 

Brian Stutson, 5-11, 185, shines for the 
defense of Parker of Birmingham. The safety 
had 11 interceptions as a junior and has 
picked off five this year. During the Parker- 
Berry matchup he broke up nine passes. He 
also enjoys basketball. 

Alex Thomas stands 6-2 1/2, weighs 198, 
and runs the 40 in 4.5, With that speed and 
size he has served as a good target at receiver 
for Dothan. He also excels at basketball and 
track. 

Anthony Thompson is a 5-10 1/2, 222- 
pound fullback for Coach Wayland Blake at 
Selma. However, Thompson's future may 
be in baseball as he is expected to bea 
professional draft choice for his abilities as a 
pitcher and centerfielder. He runs a 4.5 40 
and benches 325. As a senior he rushed for 
876 yards and eight touchdowns and had 
over 1,000 yards total offense as he also 
caught passes for three touchdowns. He was 
a three-year starter who saw some duty asa 
linebacker as a junior, 

John Thompson is a 5-11, 190-pound tail- 
back for Coach Jerry Dismuke at Wenonah 
of Birmingham. The three-year starter runs a 
4.5 40 and has rushed for 893 yards on 151 
carries. He has received Metro Player of the 
Week honors and was named to the presea- 
son all-state squad. 

Kevin Turner has used his 6-2, 190-pound 
frame to rush for 1,077 yards and seven 
touchdowns. The Prattville senior has also 
caught seven passes for another 81 yards. 
He runs a 4.5 and benches 375. He also han- 
dles the punting duties for Coach Tony 
Page’s Lions and averaged 42.5 yards on six 
kicks. He is a three-year letterman in track. 
His past honors include all-metro and all- 
state. 


Craig Sanderson 


Kerry Valerie is a three-year starter for 
Coach Don Jennings at Robertsdale and 
each season he has gained over 1,000 yards. 
The 5-11, 185-pounder handles many duties 
including tailback and sometimes quarter- 
back and defensively he holds down the 
safety position. This season he has rushed for 
1,219 yards on 229 carries with nine touch- 
downs. He has passed for another 400 yards. 
He averaged 37 yards punting the ball and 
booted 11 PATs and six field goals. His re- 
port card lists all-county and all-conference 
honors for three years and he was also all- 
conference in baseball and basketball. His 
time in the 40 is 4.6. 


arry Ware is called by Coach Spence 

McCracken the best back in the state. 
And Coach McCracken should know be- 
cause he has played the best teams. The 5- 
10, 180-pound tailback for Robert E. Lee of 
Montgomery has led his team to a 12-0 mark 
into the third round of the playoffs. His 4.4 
speed has helped the two-year starter gain 
over 1,600 yards and 29 touchdowns. Ac- 
cording to McCracken, Ware has lived up to 
his preseason All-America billing. He was ho- 
nored as all-city and all-state in 1985. 

Terry White is a 6-1, 185-pound tailback 
and linebacker for Coach John Gilmore of 
Fairfield. He runs a 4.5 and benches 290. He 
has carried the pigskin 100 times for 402 
yards. On defense the two-year starter has 
29 tackles and nine assists. 

John Wiley, a 6-0, 180-pound defensive 
back for Coach Joe Wilson at Opelika, is one 
of the top prospects sought after by recrui- 
ters. His 4.4 speed and quickness will make 
him shine on many college menus. He is also 
a letterman in basketball. 

Joseph Williams is a 5-9, 160-pound tail- 
back and safety for Coach Mike Sasser of T. 
R. Miller of Brewton. The three-year starter 
has gained over 4,000 career rushing yards 
including 1,107 in 1986. As a sophomore he 
rushed for 1,720 yards and earned all-state 
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honorable mention honors. He has 4.6 
speed and benches 265. 

Mason Wilson had to miss four games with 
an ankle injury but came back to gain more 
than 800 yards and six touchdowns for Tus- 
kegee Institute. The 6-1, 205-pound tailback 
runs a 4.5 and benches 290. Scouts have the 
three-year starter listed as a major college 
prospect. 

Ambrose Wood, a 5-9, 160-pound run- 
ning back and linebacker for Randall Cassidy 
at Columbiana, has surpassed the 1,000 
yard mark for the second time in his career, 
He finished the season with 1,093 yards 
pushing his career total over 4,000. The four- 
year starter has received back of the week 
honors twice. He also shines in baseball and 
basketball where he is a four-year letterman. 

Freeman Woods had rushed for 626 yards 
and caught passes for 485 yards before going 
down in Dora’s last game of the season with 
a broken ankle. The 5-10, 183-pound full- 
back and strong safety scored 13 touch- 
downs and rushed for 226 yards against 
Cordova. His time in the 40 is 4.6 and he 
benches 265. 

Jerome Woods had to sit out the 1986 sea- 
son with a broken arm but has been given a 
clean bill of health and hopes to regain some 
of the composure he had as a junior. The 6- 
4, 185-pound quarterback for Larry Hender- 
son at Murphy of Mobile threw for 1,226 
yards and eight touchdowns his junior year 
and captured all-area honors. He also enjoys 
basketball. 

As a running back Tony Young of Alex- 
andria can get the job done. As a junior he 
led his team to a state title in 1985 and gained 
2,100 yards and all-state honors on the way. 
And after losing his entire offensive line to 
graduation he turned around in 1986 and 
used his bullish-style of running to gain 1,800 
yards and win the area championship. The 5- 
6, 195-pound tailback has 4.7 speed and 
benches 310. 


by Kirk McNair 


The early signing period 
was best it has been for 
Bama 


his year’s early signing period was prob- 

ably the best Alabama has enjoyed as 
Coach Wimp Sanderson and staff landed 
three blue chip prospects. 

Joining the Bama program next year will 
be: 

Bryant Lancaster, a 6-4, 180-pound guard 
from Valley High School in Fairfax. 

Melvin Cheatum, a 6-8, 185-pound for- 
ward-center from Winnsboro, Louisiana. 

Marcus Campbell, a 6-7, 220-pound for- 
ward from Livingston. 

Although Sanderson cannot comment 
specifically on recruits until they are accepted 
for admission to The University, he said “‘I 
am pleased with what we have done (in re- 
cruiting) so far. Now we've got some in-state 
recruiting to finish up and we've got to sign 
some point guards.’ The next signing period 
will begin April 8. Sanderson should also be 
pleased that his first three signees are all good 
students who are expected to be eligible un- 
der NCAA academic requirements. 

If there was a disappointment in the early 
period it was the failure to land a point guard. 
Bama’s top two point men, Terry Coner and 
J.J. Jackson, graduate this year. Alabama 
had been linked with two highly-regarded 
guards, Michael Hardin of Baton Rouge, 
Louisiana, and Jesse Hall of Venice, Illinois. 
However, Hardin did not sign in the early pe- 
riod and Hall selected Michigan State. The 
Tide had also been linked with 6-9 1/2 center 
Dale Davis of Toccoa, Georgia, but Davis 
signed with Clemson. Zane Arnold of Bir- 
mingham Parker, considered by many as 
Alabama's top basketball prospect, had an- 
nounced that he would not sign until the 
spring period. 

Lancaster averaged 18.8 points, 8.0 re- 
bounds and 3.2 assists per game as a junior 
for Coach Richard Carter. Valley went 23-10 
and Lancaster earned all-state and all-state 
tournament honors. However, his stock with 
recruiters really went up at the highly-re- 
garded B/C Camp last summer as he was se- 
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Bryant Lancaster 


lected as one of the top 10 participants. B/C 
annually draws the nation’s top prep basket- 
ball players among its 450 participants, Lan- 
caster has been named to the McDonald’s 
All-America team. 

“Bryant plays a total game,”’ said Carter. 
“He doesn’t just play offense. He plays both 
ends of the floor. If he has a weakness it is his 
outside shooting, and he is working hard on 
that. He is also a good student.” 

Cheatum chose Alabama over an initial list 
of 75 schools that he pared to Tennessee, 
Auburn, Penn State, LSU, Memphis State 
and Houston before picking the Tide. He av- 
eraged 21 points and 14 rebounds and led 
Winnsboro to the state playoffs as a junior. 
He hits 58 percent from the field, 70 percent 
from the free throw line last year. ‘‘He’s a 
super kid who can play inside or outside,” 
said his coach, J.W. Mercer. “He's primarily 
a center for us, but he can take the ball out- 
side and make the 15 to 18 foot shot. He’s 
very versatile in our scheme.” 

Campbell had been viewed as something 
of a lock for Bama owing to recent Tide per- 
formers Phillip Lockett and Cliff Windham 
having come from nearby Livingston. How- 
ever, Campbell waited until the final hour of 
the early signing period before inking his na- 
tional letter-of-intent. The night before he 
had shown his abilities in a 34-point, 10-re- 
bound , three-blocked shots performance in 
his team’s opener. 

As a junior he averaged 22 points and 13 
rebounds per game for Coach Nelson 


Marcus Campbell 


Hughes’ Tigers, who went 24-2. He shot 51 
percent from the field and led his team with a 
75 percent shooting effort from the free 
throw line. He was chosen as one of the top 
20 players in the B/C Camp last summer. Ad- 
ditionally, Campbell is an honor roll student. 

“Marcus is off to a real good start,” said 
Hughes. “I think he’s improved tremen- 
dously over last year. He's bigger and 
stronger and he’s got more moves. His ex- 
perience is really paying off.”’ 


oach Lois Myers added two names to 
Bama’s women’s basketball team in the 
early signing period. 

Joining the Lady Tide next year will be 
Kendra Wilis, a 5-11 inside player from Grif- 
fin (Georgia) High, and Laura Vaughn, a 6-1 
inside player from Sullivan North High in 
Kingsport, Tennessee. 

Willis averaged 18.9 points, 10,9 re- 
bounds and 3.9 steals per game as a junior in 
leading her team to a 24-3 record. She is also 
an outstanding quarter miler on the track 
team. Willis also has good numbers in the 
classroom, a 3.7 grade point average. 

Vaughn has broken virtually every school 
record in her career. She averaged 22.6 
points per game as a junior, hitting 53 per- 
cent from the field and 67 percent from the 
free throw line. She had scored 1,847 career 
points and pulled down 1,074 rebounds 
going to her senior year. She has already had 
one game this year in which she scored 38 
points. 
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For The REAL Bama Fan... 


Save $15 on the Ve- 
lour blanket throw used 
for indoors and out. 
Use as a blanket, wall 
hanging, couch throw, 
etc. Machine washable 
& dryable, 100% acryl- 
ic. Throws are 55 x 80”. 
Regular retail $40. 


Our price $24.99. 


Save $4 on the Body 
Towel. Jacquard body- Cees, 


/beach towel is 30 x 
60”, 100% cotton. Reg- 

ular retail, $14. . 

Our price $9.99. Sy A M A 


All items are officially 
licensed by the Univer- 
sity of Alabama and a 
portion of each sale is 


returned to the Univer- 20 x 30”. Regular retail $14. 


Save $4 on the rug. Rug is nylon 
cut pile with waffle latex back. Size 


sity. Satisfaction guar- 
anteed or your money 


back. 


Our price $9.99. 


SEND TO: Kentucky Bedding, P.O. Box 55122, Lexington, KY 40555 Card Expires / 

Please Rush Me velour throw(s) @ $24.99 each ......... $ Phone Orders: Call (606) 254-2721 
Shipping & Handling @ $3.00 per throw ................-- —E 8:00 A.M.-5:00 P.M. 

Please Rush Me body towel(s) @ $9.99 each 

SIGNATURE 

Shipping & Handling @ $2.00 per towel ...........2...00-5 ——_—. 


Please Rush Me rug(s) @ $9.99 each ...............24. — RINT NAME 


Shipping & Handling @ $2.00 per rug..........------2205- ee ADDRESS 


CITY 


Please Charge it: 0 Visa (© MasterCard Amt. enclosed .$ 
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Football Is A Kick 


by Donald F. Staffo 


Mr. Automatic has been a 
big play performer for the 
Tide 


an Tiffin, Alabama’s diminutive place- 

kicker, is sure getting a kick out of life 
these days. The 5-9, 163-pound senior es- 
tablished a new NCAA record when he 
booted his 126th consecutive extra point in a 
38-3 rout of Mississippi State November 1, 
bettering the 125 straight extra point kicks by 


Uwe von Schamann, formerly of Oklahoma. 
He is now up to 133 with one game—Au- 
bur—to go. Bow! game achievements don’t 
count in NCAA records. (Ironically, Tiffin is 
now locked in battle with Oklahoma senior 
Tim Lasher, who had also made 133 straight 
extra points prior to the Nebraska game.) En 
route to the national mark, Tiffin also shat- 
tered the SEC standard of 101 successive 
points after by Georgia’s Rex Robinson 
when he nailed number 102 six games ear- 
lier in a 31-17 victory over Southern 
Mississippi. 

“Sure, it was satisfying and felt good to 
break those records,” Tiffin said, “but [’'m 
glad it's (the record chase) over. It was more 


ORDER NOW FOR CHRISTMAS 


ALABAMA FooTBALL 
Trivia GAME 


CALL (205) 353-9235 


A Must for 
Alumni and Fans 


$0495 


Alabama residents add 
_ $1.75 for 7% Sales Tax—Total $26.70 


DEALER INQUIRERS WELCOMED 


of a relief than anything else. It wasn't as big 
a deal to me as it was to everybody else, If I'd 
missed it, they would have asked why, and 
been disappointed. They (record-breaking 
kicks) were nice, but they weren't anything 
great because they didn’t win ball games. 
That's the thing.”’ 

No, those particular extra points didn’t win 
games, but Tiffin’s dramatic 52-yard field 
goal as time ran out against arch-rival Au- 
burn last year did. “Now that was different,” 
explained Tiffin of the come-from-behind 
three pointer that he nailed to give the Tide a 
25-23 win over the Tigers. ‘‘To get the op- 
portunity in a big game like that, and then to 
come through, that’s the dream of every 
kicker. That’s my biggest thrill, one that I'll 
never forget.” 

Nor will Crimson Tide fans since that mo- 
ment will be forever saved, thanks to a por- 
trait by Daniel A. Moore, simply and 
succinctly called “The Kick.” 

Tiffin said other kicks which gave him sat- 
isfaction were his 57-yard field goal last sea- 
son against Texas A&M—a school record— 
and the 53-yarder he made in the 6-0 victory 
(he had another 23-yard field goal as well) 
over Penn State his sophomore year. 

After missing his first point after touch- 
down attempt as a junior in high school, Tif- 
fin has now connected on 163 in a row, 
counting his final 23 at Red Bay High, 133 to 
date at Alabama, and seven in bowl games. 
His consistency is uncanny, with Tiffin being 
tabbed ‘‘Mr. Automatic.” 

He said that extra points are more routine 
and although a missed one can be costly ina 


OR MAIL ORDER TO COLLEGIATE TRIVIA GAME CO., 
P.0. BOX 613, DECATUR, ALA. 35602 


close game, field goals are more challenging 
and thus more exciting. 

He’s 37 out of 37 in his point after attempts 
so far this season and 12 of 15 in field goal 
tries. His misses include what would appear 
to be for him a chip shot of 29 yards against 
Notre Dame, a 44-yard try against LSU, and 
his last effort, a 41-yard kick against Temple. 

“I just took them for granted and didn’t 
concentrate.” explained Tiffin of his miscues. 
“| hooked it left against Notre Dame and 
barely missed it, by no more than a foot. 
Against LSU it stayed right, again just 
missing.” 
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COLLEGIATE TRIVIA GAME CO. 
P.O. BOX 613, DECATUR, ALA. 35602 


Enclosed Is for (QTY.) Alabama 
Football Trivia Game (s). ' | Check _) Money Order | Credit Card Order. 


NAME 
ADDRESS 
CITY STATE. ZIP 
MASTERCARD/VISA NO. DUO /7ODDD/OOOC/Cone 
EXPIRATION DATE (1[ JL )[ 1 No SHIPPING AND HANDLING CHARGE 

ORDER NOW FOR IMMEDIATE DELIVERY 


Alabama’s smallest player plays a very big role in Crimson Tide success. Van Tiffin’s placekicking regimen has been compared to that of a 


professional golfer, practicing until everything is absolutely grooved—including the follow through. 


When you consider that he has almost 60- 
yard range and factor in degree of difficulty, 
Tiffin’s field goal ability (57 of 84 for a 67.9 
per cent success rate) is almost as impressive 
as his extra point perfection. 


Lye all his records and statistics, Tiffin 
is not yet first team All-Southeastern 
Conference (he was second team last year 
behind Tennessee’s Carlos Reveiz), let alone 
All-America. ‘‘We’re sure hoping he’ll be one 
(A-A) this year,” stated Alabama Sports In- 
formation Director Wayne Atcheson. “I 
don’t know of anyone who’s any better, or 
who's got what he’s got going. He’s by far the 
best kicker we’ve ever had here. 

“Coach Perkins has called him the best 
kicker he’s ever been around, and that’s col- 
lege and pro,” continued Atcheson. “And 
USA Today said that he’s probably the best 
placekicker in the nation. I don’t know what 
else he has to do to be an All-America.” 

If Tiffin does become an All-America, he 
would be the first Tide player at his position 
to be so designated. 


Regardless, Tiffin is valued and appreci- 
ated by his teammates, post season individ- 
ual honors or not. 

Bill Condon, starting offensive guard, said, 
“It’s hard to explain or put into words, but he 
does as much for the team—if not more—as 
any of us. He puts points on the board by 
himself. He’s the guy I want to kick if the 
game is on the line. If it’s a clutch situation 
and he’s within his range, I'll take my 
chances with him.” 

A former pro lineman once complained to 
the effect that “‘We go out there and bang 
heads all game long only to have the game 
decided by a pint-sized foreign field goal 
kicker.’’ Bama Center Wes Neighbors, one 
of the best of those head-bangers, doesn’t 
buy it. “That's a matter of opinion,” said 
Neighbors. ‘‘Van Tiffin is one of the hardest 
working guys on the team. He broke his wrist 
last year trying to stop a touchdown. That 
tells you something about him. Everybody 
on the team respects him and what he’s 
done.” 

Ironically, Tiffin could see the point of the 
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Barry Fikes Photo 


complaint. He modestly says “‘That’s about 
right. The big guys do all the hard work. 
What I do is not hard, but I suppose it can be 
tough on you mentally, especially in the last 
few seconds of the game.” 

Tiffin, takes pride in his tackles, akin to a 
baseball pitcher with hits or home runs. “I 
made two tackles last year and | made two 
tackles this year,” he said. “‘“When you get to 
do that you feel a little better-like you've 
done something more like the rest of the guys 
are doing.” 

Tiffin, a little more than half the size of 
some of the gladiators playing the game 
these days, said, ‘It’s not as hard for me 
compared to the others because | don’t run 
down the field. I’m just waiting for the run- 
ner. Then all I do is try to turn him to the in- 
side and hang onto him—anything to slow 
him down until some help comes.” 

Not only do his teammates not question 
his game contributions, they also don’t ques- 
tion his dedication. They are aware of his 
work habits and realize that he practices his 
skills as long and hard as they practice theirs. 
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The snap, Darin Whitlock 


Tiffin said he kicks about 200 times a day, 
Monday through Wednesday, mostly from 
35 to 40 yards (‘‘Most of your field goals are 
from within the 40."’), with a few from mid- 
field and slightly beyond, tapering off to thirty 
kicks on Thursday and none on Friday. In the 
offseason Tiffin said he kicks six days a week 
with between 150 and 200 attempts each 
day. 

“Then it’s by myself,”” he said. “‘It's a real 
boring routine.” 

Maybe so, but it’s because of this self-dis- 
cipline that Tiffin owns or has tied 10 of Ala- 
bama’s kicking and scoring records. His 
name is etched prominently throughout the 
Crimson Tide record book for most career 
points (303), career field goals (57), kicking 
points in a single season (84). field goals in a 
single season (17), and field goals in a single 
game (4), among others. He has the seven 
longest field goals in Bama history and is the 
main contributor by far in the Tide’s national 
record of 192 straight extra points. 

Also, the chances are that Tiffin’s willing- 
ness to practice, in and out of season and 
when it becomes tedious, will pay divi- 
dends—in the form of a lucrative profes- 
sional contract. 

“Yeah, I'd like to go (to the pros) if some- 
body wants me, but I'm not worrying about 
it now,”” he said. “Whether or not I’m the 
type that can kick in the pros will be a big 
question mark. 

“That's because the goal posts are not as 
wide in the pros and you have to be more ac- 
curate, and in the pros you kick off the 
ground, and I’m not very good at that.”” 

Tiffin then explained the differences be- 
tween kicking off a tee and off the ground, 
and more specifically, off grass compared to 
synthetic turf. He said that from an accuracy 
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The hold: Larry Abney 


standpoint there wasn't much difference in 
kicking off a tee or from the ground, but that 
the latter will reduce maximum distance by 
about five yards. He also said kicking off ar- 
tificial turf was easier than grass because the 
ball stands up on turf whereas it sinks down 
in grass, making it harder to get the ball up in 
the air. 

But according to Atcheson, these things 
shouldn’t make much difference in Tiffin's 
pro projections. “Any college guy has to ad- 
just to those things. Van's almost perfect (in 
college) so it seems that somebody could use 
him.” 

he kicking game requires teamwork and 

Tiffin is fast to give credit to his snapper 
(Darin Whitlock) and holder (Larry Abney). 
“Without a good snap, you can’t have a 
good hold, and without a good hold you 
can't have a good kick,” he said. “Darin and 
Larry make the difference because those 
things are just as important as the kick, if not 
more so. When they are consistent, I’m con- 
sistent. I work at it a lot, and I think they do 
too.” 

In this precision skill, a lot of little things can 
go wrong. “I work on snapping so that Larry 
can catch the ball with the laces facing the 
goal posts,’ pointed out Whitlock. “That 
way Larry doesn’t have to spin the ball so 
that Van doesn’t kick the laces. If he kicks the 
laces the balance of the ball will be a little bit 
off. We want the ball to go perfectly around 
so that it won’t curve or sink.” 

It's because of seemingly little things like 
this that Whitlock and Abney also felt the 
pressure as Tiffin closed in on his records. 
They didn't want to be the cause of a poor 
kick. 

“Tt felt like a hundred pounds was lifted off 
you,” Whitlock said after Tiffin snapped the 


The kick, Van Tiffin 


records. ‘On the record kick they put the de- 
fensive lineman right in front of me to make 
me think a little more about my block, hoping 
maybe I would concentrate a little less on my 
snap. On the kick before that, he was to the 
side. Anything to add a little more pressure. 

“Now if he misses it's still going to be dis- 
appointing, but at least he got the records. 
Then again, sometimes an extra point can 
make the difference in a ball game, so when 
we score a touchdown we want to go in and 
finish off the job everytime.” 

Abney expressed it like this: “If 'd messed 
it up so Van didn't get the records, I'd have 
died right there on the field. They would 
have had to come and drag me off. 

‘But there’s still some pressure because 
each time he makes an extra point now it's a 
new record, and we want to keep the string 
going. 

“I felt the pressure more for Van and I’m 
happy for him because it couldn’t have hap- 
pened to a nicer guy. Van makes it worth it 
and he deserves everything he gets because 
of how hard he works in practice.” 

It all began for Tiffin, who says his favorite 
kicker is Raphael Sapien of the Dallas Cow- 
boys, in the 10th grade when he was the 
punter on his junior high team. His father 
read an article in Sports Illustrated about Doc 
Storey, one of the best kicking tutors in the 
country. Tiffin spent a week with Storey in 
Fort Lauderdale, Florida, and has continued 
to visit him about every six months. “‘If it 
wasn't for my father, | probably wouldn't 
have fooled with it,” said Tiffin. “‘He made 
me work at it and more or less stood over 
me.” 

Another Storey product, redshirted fresh- 
man Alan Ward, is waiting in the wings to 
carry on where Tiffin leaves off. 
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Phillip Brown: 


He’s Back 
In Big Way 


by Kirk McNair 


Tide linebacker almost 
gave up the game, now 
plays a major role 


hillip Brown knows what it’s like to be on 

the bottom. Alabama’s junior outside 
linebacker was redshirted in 1984, which is 
not unusual. However, Alabama Head 
Coach Ray Perkins imposed the redshirt, and 
also sent Brown packing. 

His goal now is to have Alabama on top, 
and he’s working hard to that end. Brown is 
not a starter in the strict sense of the term. 
He’s ordinarily not one of the first 11 to take 
the field on defense. But Alabama has first 
teamers more than one deep at a number of 
spots, first teamers being those who will be 
thrown into the battle before it’s time to mop 
up. Brown is definitely in that category. And 
if it’s passing time for the opponent, his stock 
goes up a little higher. 

Brown’s strong suit is his speed. He runs a 
consistent 4.6 40, fine speed for a 6-3, 227- 
pounder. (Don’t go by football program 
weights. When he signed out of Birming- 
ham’s Parker High School he weighed 206. 
That's still his weight as far as official Crimson 
Tide rosters are concerned.) 

‘‘We want him in there to pressure the pas- 
ser,’ said Alabama Assistant Coach Sylves- 
ter Croom, who tutors the outside 
linebackers. ‘‘It takes speed and quickness to 
pressure the passer, which means we want 
good athletes in there. Cornelius (Bennett), 
Phillip and Derrick (Thomas) are three of the 
best and we like to have them all in there.” 
Ordinarily Bama’s passing down defense 
means an extra linebacker is coming into the 
game for a tackle. 

There’s a good reason he doesn’t usually 
start for the Tide —that guy by the name of 
Cornelius. Brown is not good enough to beat 


Phillip Brown’s primary goal against the 
pass is to beat the blocker and get to the 
quarterback. He does it so well that Ala- 
bama puts in an extra linebacker—Brown— 
rather than an extra defensive back in pass- 
ing situations. Barry Fikes Photo 
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out Bennett, but according to the pro scouts 
there may not be a college player in the 
country who could. ‘We use Phillip to rest 
Cornelius,”” said Croom, who added, “but 
we try not to have Cornelius out too much. 
But Phillip has played well when he’s been in 
there.” 


t is almost an upset that Brown is even on 

the team, much less a primary member of 
one of the nation’s best defensive squads. 
Two years ago he was out of football and 
odds would have been heavy that he'd never 
return. 

“That was a bad year,"’ remembers Phillip. 
It was a bad year for Bama, too, a 5-6 season 
that ended the Crimson Tide's bowl streak, 
Brown was nota part of it; indeed, after mid- 
season he wasn't even a member of the 
squad. 

He played regularly on the specialty teams 
and in a backup role at inside linebacker as a 
freshman in 1983, his big chance coming 
from a season-ending injury to starting line- 
backer Roosevelt Hill in the third game of the 
year. Brown saw action in every game there- 
after, including the Sun Bowl win over SMU. 
He was used primarily in passing situations 
on defense as he and Wayne Davis were 
playing behind Venson Elder and Scott 
McRae. He turned in 11 tackles that fresh- 
man year, including a season's best of four 
against Mississippi State. But in the offseason 
he got lazy. 

“L went through spring training and then 
stayed in Tuscaloosa that summer,” he said. 
“But | just went through the motions. | didn’t 
get anything out of (the offseason program). 
Then when practice started it showed. We'd 
get in a tough situation in practice and | 
wasn’t doing what it took to win. And | hada 
lot of minor injuries. As a result, | didn’t play. 
I didn’t even dress out. People couldn't un- 
derstand why | wasn’t playing when | had 
done pretty well as a freshman, but my 
coaches and teammates knew why. 

“T had a particularly bad practice the week 
after we had lost to Tennessee in Knoxville. 
After practice Coach Perkins told me he 
wanted to see me in his office. 

“He told me I wasn’t doing well and sug- 
gested | take some time off from football. He 
told me I wasn’t doing what | was supposed 
to do to be a winner. And he called my mom 
and told her the same thing. He told us he 
was going to move me out of the dorm and 
away from football and see if football meant 
enough to me to do it on my own. He said | 
could come back in the spring if | missed it 
enough. In the meantime, he told me to con- 
centrate on my school work. He stressed 
that. He told me just because | was moving 
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Sylvester Croom 


away from football, not to move away from 
my schoo} work.” 

And so Brown was out of Bryant Hall and 
into a student dorm. He stayed on athletic 
scholarship, but didn’t work out, eat or live 
with Tide football players. He did work out 
on his own. “'l didn't give up on myself, but 
it was a hard time.” he said. ‘My mother was 
very supportive of me. She was disappointed 
when Coach Perkins called, but she told me 
not to quit on myself and not to run away 
from my problems.” 

Phillip thinks his ouster from the team 
‘was the first time | had ever had to fight for 
myself. | was still young and didn't know 
what it was like to have a hard time. All of us 
here at Alabama were stars in high school 
and football had always been easy. Here it 
isn't.” 

(In truth, Brown probably came out of 
high school with fewer accolades than most 
Tiders, He was a 190-pound nosequard for 
Coach Cecil Leonard's Birmingham Parker 
Thundering Herd for three years, then 
moved to inside linebacker as a senior. He 
had visited with Coach Bryant prior to his re- 
tirement, but was recruited and signed by 
Coach Perkins and assistants Ken Donahue 
and Rockey Felker.) 

Coach Perkins called Brown to his office 
again early in 1985. “He wanted to know 
what | wanted to do and | wanted him to 
know | wanted to come back,”’ said Phillip. 
Brown was told to move back into Bryant 
Hall and to report for the winter offseason 
program. (He had been rooming with Ben- 
nett. but on his second go around he rooms 
with fullback Carlos Robinson.) 

“I think my teammates were happy to see 


me back,”’ said Brown. ‘‘I’d worked out hard 
and picked up some weight and strength. But 
what they wanted to see was if | had the men- 
tal toughness to go through winter workout. 
I never had before. I'm sure the coaches 
wanted to see, too.” 


Bo“ made it through the winter pro- 
gram and found himself “‘at the bottom 
of the scout team’’ when spring drills began. 
Spring training wasn’t even fun for Jerry 
Duncan, for whom Alabama's “Il Like To 
Practice Award” is named. It sure wasn’t fun 
for Alabama football players coming off a 5- 
6 season. And it was particulary hard for 
Brown, having to prove himself all over 
again. ‘‘All football players think about quit- 
ting, but [ heard a lot of talk about it that 
spring,” said Brown of the vigorous 20 days 
of spring football practice. 

“But I was determined to make it,”’ he 
said. *‘I didn’t want to ever have to go 
through that feeling of watching the buses full 
of my teammates pulling off without me 
again. | was determined to do whatever it 
took on the practice field to make it back.” 

Croom cites Brown's “mental attitude, his 
maturity,’’ as a primary reason for his 
improvement. 

During Brown's absence the Tide made a 
defensive change. Ken Donahue was taken 
off the field (eventually going to Tennessee) 
and Joe Kines moved in as defensive coor- 
dinator. Perkins gave assistant coaches new 
responsibilities. Kines took over as inside 
linebacker coach (where Brown was work- 
ing) and Croom moved from coaching the 
inside linebackers to tutoring the outside 
men. 

Brown was still at the bottom of the depth 
chart when fall drills began in 1985 “but | 
was making progress, particularly in my pass 
rush,”’ he said. Coach Croom called him 
aside and asked him if he'd like to work at 
outside linebacker. The move was made. 

“T always felt Phillip had the ability to play 
either inside or outside,” said Croom. “At 
the time I felt he could best be used on the 
outside. That's partly because of his quick- 
ness, but also because | felt it would be an 
easier position for him to play which meant 
he would have better chance for success and, 
therefore, gain confidence. Outside line- 
backer is more of an instinct position than in- 
side. It’s less mentally demanding because 
it's a talent rather than an assignment posi- 
tion. You can just have an outside linebacker 
go for the football, and if he does that he’s 
not often going to be wrong. 

“I'm confident now he could play either 
inside our outside."’ 

The move over didn’t mean a move up. “‘ 
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was still on the bottom,” Phillip said of his 
1985 switch. “Then a combination of me 
working hard and some injuries moved me 
up to second team. I think I earned it; I think 
I had to earn the right to play. I knew | had 
the ability—the ability to run, make quick di- 
rection changes, and hit—so it was a matter 
of having the will. I had the will.” 

Brown was soon seeing action. “I got to 
play in the big games and I got to play early,” 
he said. “I was proud of myself for having 
made it back, but | knew I still had plenty of 
room for improvement.’’ He made his first 
appearance since the Sun Bowl against Van- 
derbilt in the fourth game of the 1985 sea- 
son. “I had been away from it a long time, 
but I didn’t feel like I had been away from it,” 
he said. “'I felt real fast. I graded well against 
Vanderbilt and went on to play a good bit the 
rest of the year.” 

As a sophomore he played in eight games, 
backing up both outside linebacker spots. His 
best game came against Southern Miss, 
when he turned in four unassisted tackles, 
two of them sacks. He also had one other 
sack during that sophomore season. 


Bee isn't wasting opportunities any- 
more. Although he didn’t work hard dur- 
ing the summer following his freshman 
season, he has been a tiger in the weight- 
room and on the running track the past two 
summers. ‘‘He has really improved in 
strength and stamina, and that's because of 
the work he has done in the offseason,”’ said 
Croom. ‘He bench presses over 400 pounds 
now. He’s improved in being able to take on 
blockers and in being able to be full speed 
and full strength in the fourth quarter.” 

“I stayed here all summer working out on 
the weights and preparing myself for a tough 
season,’’ said Brown. ‘‘Of course, a lot of the 
other guys stayed all summer. We knew we 
had a tough schedule and we wanted to be 
ready for it. I think staying here and working 
on conditioning has helped us, especially in 
the fourth quarter.”’ 

Brown constantly puts team above self. “I 
just want to keep working and help encour- 
age everybody else to keep working. | am 
taking things one day at a time and I'm striv- 
ing to reach my playing potential because I 
know I haven't reached it yet. And then we 
have to play as a team. We can’t think of our- 
selves as a bunch of individuals on the field.”’ 

With one regular season game to play, 
Brown has already had a good year, even 
though he was hampered through the middle 
of the season with a slight knee injury, suf- 
fered when a teammate rolled on his leg. 
Which is not to say he has had a good 
enough year to win a friendly wager. He and 


Before Phillip Brown left the Alabama team during the 1984 season his roommate was Cor- 
nelius Bennett. He no longer rooms with Cornelius, but they are still best friends—and 
friendly rivals. 


Bennett have a milkshake riding on which 
one can make the most sacks this year. ‘‘He’s 
up on me a few, but I believe | can catch 
him,”” said Brown. ‘‘I love going after the 
quarterback.” 

It may not be reasonable for Brown to look 
forward to collecting that bet (he trails Ben- 
nett 4-9), but he can look forward to next 
season as the likely starter. ‘‘[ haven’t been 
home a summer and I’m going to stay here 
one more summer, running and working out, 
trying to be the best I can be.” Now he can 
see where his imposed redshirt year is a ben- 
efit. “I'll be a senior with a lot of game ex- 
perience and the big name will be gone,”’ he 
said. ‘I look at it as a positive.” 

But he also looks at it as a challenge. 
“Linebacker at Alabama has been a glory 
position,”’ he said. “‘Over the years there 
have been a lot of great ones, including Cor- 
nelius and E.J. Junior and Barry Krauss and 
Woodrow Lowe and on down the line. I'll be 
trying to keep the tradition of Alabama line- 
backers going.” 

Croom admits “I feel a lot better about 
Cornelius leaving knowing that Derrick and 
Phillip are returning next year." He says that 
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Brown is on the right course to being a fine 
football player. ‘This year he has learned— 
and shown—he can play against good foot- 
ball players. Now he needs to continue to im- 
prove his techniques on the fine points and 
get a little stronger and play a little more con- 
sistently. That's a natural maturing process. 

“And it will happen. Phillip will get better. 
Once a guy has had success it’s a motivating 
factor. I’m sure he’ll continue to improve.” 

Phillip has a number of goals. He hopes 
that one day he can play professional foot- 
ball. “For one thing, I'd like to be able to re- 
pay my mother (Mrs. Gussie Brown),”’ said 
Phillip. “She’s worked awfully hard for me 
and my little brother (four-year-old Andrew 
Tony).”’ 

The extra year of school he will have will 
also put him very close to earning his degree 
in criminal justice. He would like to be an 
Alabama Highway Patrolman one day. 

And he also has more short term goals. 
‘Every day I want to work hard to be a win- 
ner on and off the field,” he said. ““And,”’ he 
added with a smile, ‘I want all of our oppo- 
nents to be passing teams with drop back 
quarterbacks.” 
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Swim Outlook: 


A New Enthusiasm 


by Brian Gordon 


Once again it should be 
a very good year for 
Alabama men and 
women 


here’s an air of excitement. All around 
are the cries of encouragement as team- 
mates implore each other to greater accom- 
plishments. There are “high fives” for a job 
well done. 
Cornelius Bennett & Company celebrat- 
ing another victory? Coach Wimp Sander- 
son’s roundballers? 


Nope. It’s the renewed enthusiasm that 
has been generated around the University of 
Alabama Aquatic Center where the Crimson 
Tide swimming and diving team has gotten 
the 1986-87 season under way. As usual, 
these men and women have some lofty 
goals. 

“This team is as fun to be around as any 
we've had in several years,” claims Head 
Coach Don Gambril, now in his 14th season 
piloting the Crimson Tide fortunes. “‘Part is 
due to the fact that we have 16 newcomers to 
our program and they have brought a fresh 
attitude with them to school. Coupled with 
that, we have a good group of swimmers re- 
turning who are determined to improve on a 
year ago, and that has contributed to our 
positive environment thus far.” 


A newcomer to the Aquatic Center might 
only not recognize the new faces in the water, 
but also be unfamiliar with the Tide’s practice 
routine as compared to past years. Gambril, 
in a move similar to when Ray Perkins re- 
placed the wishbone offense with his current 
pro style system, completely revamped the 
program that has seen Alabama become one 
of the nation’s most dominant men’s and 
women’s programs. Why? 

“One of the biggest challenges a coach of 
any sport faces each season is to provide an 
interesting challenge to his team,”’ says Gam- 
bril. ‘I evaluated the strengths and weak- 
nesses of our team, what some of the other 
teams around the country are doing and re- 
searched some of the recent trends from 
some of our nation’s leading sports scientists 
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Seniors Mike Davidson (1986 captain) and Beth Gardner are among the old hands of the Alabama swimming program, but this year’s men’s 
and women’s teams are loaded with newcomers. 
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and devised our current program. We felt it 
would provide great variety and motivation 
for our athletes as well as provide our team 
with continued improvement on a national 
level.” 

One of the biggest implementations that 
the team has made is to use a blood lactate 
machine in both planning workouts and 
evaluating performance (see accompanying 
story). Gambril is also placing a greater 
amount of emphasis this year in competing 
against times from previous workouts. So far 
the results have been positive. 

The men’s team that opened the season 
with a victory at home against Southeastern 
Conference rival Vanderbilt was well mixed 
with veterans and newcomers. The Tide men 
are looking to improve on last year’s 9-2 dual 
meet record, and also a disappointing (by 
Tide swimming standards) third place finish 
at the SEC Championships, the worst show- 
ing at that meet by Alabama since 1980. Ala- 
bama will also be looking for a 10th NCAA 
top 10 finish in the last 12 years. 


B 


Don Gambril 


ackstroke has been a Tide strength the 
past several years and despite the loss of 


These Tiders REALLY Give Blood, Sweat, Tears 


four-year All-America Bryan Jennings this 
year should be no different. Returning All- 
Americas Ricardo Aldabe and Peter Berndt 
are joined by newcomer Eric White (Irvine, 
California). a double event finalist at the US 
Swimming nationals. In the breaststroke, a 
Tide weakness a year ago, strong recruiting 
has made the Tide competitive again this 
year. Senior Enrique Romero, the lone 
swimmer in this event in 1985-86, is joined 
by freshmen Chris McDaniels (Jamestown, 
North Carolina) and Jim Niedholfer (Hart- 
land, Wisconsin) to give the Tide a trio of per- 
formers in the event. 

Butterfly and freestyle are two areas that 
will probably determine the Tide’s successes 
this year. In the butterfly, Gambril is looking 
for someone to emerge and replace departed 
star Filiberto Colon, one of the Tide’s leading 
swimmers the past four seasons. Freshman 
dim Askervold (Boca Raton, Florida) and 
senior Mike Davidson are leading candidates 
in the fly. The Tide will be aided in January 
by the arrival of junior college signee Rob 


One of the major changes incorporated into Alabama's swim 
training program this year is blood testing for lactate levels. This 
effort to help plan and coordinate the training and competition 
of the swimmers might sound a little underhanded, but nothing 
could be further from the truth. 

“United States Swimming (the governing body of amateur 
swimming outside of the NCAA) has been using this procedure 
for several years,”’ points out Bama Head Coach Don Gambril. 
“It came as a result of wanting to make up lost ground to several 
European countries in international competition. One of the 
leading sports scientists (Dr. Orjean Madsen) defected from East 
Germany to West Germany and he revealed this procedure as 
one of the reasons for the great improvement in the East Ger- 
man effort. 

“After working with the United States Swimming people at the 
Olympics in 1984 and seeing what could be done, I immediately 
made plans to incorporate it here at Alabama,” said Gambril. “‘It 
will certainly help our individuals, which in tum helps the entire 
program.” 

The blood test for lactate levels is not new to all Tiders. Several 
Bama performers have had limited testing. Last summer Mike 
Davidson swam for former Tide star Jonty Skinner’s San Jose 
(California) Aquatics Team, which won the senior national 
championships, and his training included the test. And Bama’s 
Peter Berndt, who defected from East Germany almost two 
years ago, was tested for 10 years. 

“What we are actually doing is taking blood samples during 
practice and following competition to determine the lactate (lac- 
tic acid) levels in each swimmer’s system,” said Graduate As- 
sistant Coach Chuck Horton, who is coordinating this area of the 
Tide program. “‘Lactate is a by-product of energy that has al- 
ready been used by the body; in other words, a waste product in 
the muscle. The lower the level in the system, the more efficient 
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the body runs. It’s similar to an automobile that runs better on 
premium gasoline than it does on reqular. The higher octane in 
premium means it has less waste. What we're trying to do is get 
rid of that waste through our tests.”’ 

The test is quite simple, a small amount of blood taken from 
the finger of a swimmer, then analyzed by the lactate machine, 
which gives a computer readout. The result lets Bama coaches 
know whether a swimmer needs more or less work in practice. 
“It certainly lessens the chance of error in handling the individ- 
uals,” said Gambril. ‘We're doing what's best for the athletes in 
leading them to higher levels of international competition.” 

The test also serves as a motivating tool for athletes, who can 
see their performance improve as they gear workouts to the test. 

Although no sports other than swimming are currently using 
the test at Alabama, Horton sees no reason why athletes in all 
sports couldn’t benefit from it. 

Dr, John Troup, one of the nation’s leading sports scientists 
and director of United States Swimming’s sports medicine pro- 
gram, praised Alabama's decision to incorporate lactate testing. 
“It certainly eliminates the guesswork of coaching,” said Dr. 
Troup, who visited Alabama in September to help start the test- 
ing program. ‘‘High technology is making it possible to combine 
both the art and scientific ends of coaching. This should aid 
coaches in preparing their athletes. It is very important for United 
States Swimming’s continued growth and development. Using 
Alabama's great athletes in this program will not only help them, 
but will assist United States Swimming in its international 
efforts.”’ 

Blood lactate testing is now as much a part of a swimmer’s 
training as other out-of-water regimens, like weight training and 
film study. And, as in so many areas, Alabama is out front in its 
use. 

—Brian Gordon 
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Kite (Boca Raton), a US National qualifier. 
Freshman Craig Ammon (Springfield, Vir- 
ginia), attempting to comeback from arm in- 
juries suffered in a summer auto accident, 
could also help in both butterfly and free 
events. 

In the freestyle events returning All-Amer- 
icas Ricardo Validivia, Bruce Gennari and 
Davidson lead the contingent that has tradi- 
tionally been a Bama strength. Sophomore 
Mark Nieuwenhuis returns with a year's ex- 
perience under his belt and that should aid 
the Tide, especially in the shorter events. As- 
kervold, Ammon and Aldabe are also proven 
adequate freestylers, 

In the individual medley events, Berndt 
leads the returnees and again will be a pos- 
sible NCAA favorite in the 400-yard event. 
Valdivia was a finalist for his native Spain in 
the recent World Championships in the 
event. Aldabe and newcomer Kite also 
posses talent in the medley event. 

Alabama also has two transfer students 
working to gain eligibility at the Capstone, 
Former SMU All-America Mike Short (Dal- 
las) and Tony Portella (Tuscaloosa) are cur- 
rently taking courses towards meeting 
eligibility requirements. Add to them distance 
swimmer Raoul Calmet, who competed in 
the US National Championships this past 
summer and who will enter in January if his 
SAT score satisfies NCAA Proposistion 48 
requirements, and Gambril could have some 
added ammunition for the Tide's second se- 
mester stretch run. 

SEC Diving Coach of the Year Mike Fin- 
neran will again field a strong squad and that 
should only aid the Tide. Senior Perry White, 
last year's SEC Diver of the Year, returns 
with SEC finalist Toby Karlsson to form a 
strong nucleus. Add to that freshman Scott 
Pomerleau (Waltham, Massachusetts), one 
of the nation’s most highly recruited divers, 
and Finneran has a strong contingent again. 

The Tide schedule this year is favorable as 
traditional opponents Auburn (January 31) 
and Florida (March 7) make their biannual 
appearance in Tuscaloosa. In addition, 
Miami (February 15), a top 20 power, makes 
its first appearance at Alabama since 1981. 
“We'll be competitive in every meet and 
could have a chance of winning all of them.” 
says Gambnil. “Of course when you swim 
Auburn, Florida and Miami you could very 
easily lose all three also,” 

One should intrepret Gambril's remarks as 
follows: he’s the winningest swim coach in 
Alabama history, capturing wins at a 90 per 
cent clip, and if, as many feel they will, Ala- 
bama and Florida meet undefeated here on 
March 7, Gambril will be shooting to join a 
small and distinguished group of coaches 
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who have 200 wins in major college men’s 
competition. And if that isn't enough, the 
Tide will host the SEC Championships Feb- 
ruary 25-28 at the Aquatic Center. “Florida 
will again be the favorite to win the meet, 
They return a talented team and had a very 
successful recruiting year.’’ says Gambril. 
“They'll be one of the NCAA favorites, as 
they traditionally are. Auburn and Tennessee 
will swim very well and we'll have to swim 
well to be competitive with them. LSU will 
again be the most improved team in the 
league and could finish as high as second. 
We'll try to use the home pool advantage 
and swim the best meet possible.”’ Transla- 
tion: Don’t miss this one. It could be one of 
the best SEC meets ever. The last time Ala- 
bama hosted the event the Tide won its only 
title. 


he women's program is faced with an 

oddity this year, a possible rebuilding 
year. Faced with some key losses and a 
rather young team (only two seniors and 
three juniors), the Tide will be hard pressed 
to equal last year’s 9-2 record that included a 
third place SEC finish as well as 10th at the 
NCAA championships. The biggest reason? 
Not a demise in the Tide’s program, but 
rather the rapid emergence of the SEC as the 
most powerful swim conference in the coun- 
try. ‘Last year, there were four SEC schools 
in the NCAA top 10,"" says Gambril. “When 
you look at the improvement that both Ten- 
nessee (with a new coach aboard) and Au- 
burn have made. you can see that a team 
that makes the smallest mistake along the 
way will find itself looking up at a lot of other 
schools.” 

The Tide women will swim every SEC 
school save LSU and Georgia, as well as 
NCAA strengths Virginia and Miarni and 
Gambril knows his team will have to be ready 
every week. “‘One of the problems with our 
schedule, is that there are very few breathers 
and everyone wants to beat Alabama. Our 
young team will have to mature in a hurry.” 
One factor also working against the Tide may 
be an NCAA rule change that has changed 
scoring to hurt teams with a lack of depth. 
Teams like Alabama. 
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Backstroke is a key area for the Lady Tide. 
Senior Beth Gardner and junior Katrine 
Bomstad will be joined by freshman Jennifer 
Lowe (Henderson, Tennessee) in this stroke, 
Sophomore Charlotte Brock, an NCAA 
qualifier last year as a freshman, returns in 
the breaststroke events. Kim Staab, a soph- 
omore, was a conference finalist a year ago, 
but Gambril might need to use her in the 
freestyle and individual medley events as 
well. Senior Sandi Sciples, school record 
holder in the 100 butterfly, will be the leader 
in that stroke. Bomstad, was an NCAA qual- 
ifier in the 200-yard event. Junior Jennifer 
Kirrstetter will provide depth in the distance 
fly event. 

Freestyle will be the Lady Tide's deepest 
event. Gardner, Kirrstetter, sophomore Anita 
Harrison and newcomers Katie Williams, 
Cynthia Kangos, Karina Wieberg and Shan- 
non O'Shea will cover these events for the 
Tide, 

A year ago the diving events were the 
weak link on the Tide squad. This year it may 
be one of the strong points. Junior Tami Mer- 
till and sophomore Leigh Ann Fleshmann, 
both former NCAA qualifiers who redshirted 
last year after transferring from South Caro- 
lina, are eligible and they are joined by fresh- 
man Ashley Williams (Birmingham), Jenna 
Wiegold (St. Paul, Minnesota) and Elizabeth 
Wine. 

After their opening win over Vanderbilt, 
the Lady Tide faced a stiff challenge from 
ACC power Virginia and was up to the task, 
taking a 63-50 road win. The Tide will face a 
three week homestand in late January and 
early February that should have a lot to say 
about the team’s dual meet fortunes. Auburn 
(January 31); Tennessee (February 7) and 
Miami (February 15) all invade the Aquatic 
Center to battle the Tide. Then, as their male 
counterparts, the women will host the SEC 
Championships. ‘‘Our team needs to im- 
prove gradually through the season so that 
we'll be a factor at the conference meet,” 
claims Gambril. ‘Florida and Georgia should 
battle for the championship, with LSU at the 
moment a likely third. I'd like to think with 
some maturity and improvement we can 
make a run at them at the end of the year.” 

Alabama's women are one of only three 
schools to have scored in the top 10 at every 
NCAA Championship meet since its incep- 
tion. Along with the men, they have formed 
the nucleus for one of the nation’s most suc- 
cessful Aquatic programs. With one of the 
more competitive home schedules in recent 
years, culminating with the SEC champion- 
ship meet, things should be lively around the 
‘ol swimming hole. 


A MUST FOR EVERY 
TIDE FAN’S LIBRARY 


Here it is. John Forney’s remembrances of 30 years of 
broadcasting Alabama football games, including those when 
Paul Bryant led the Crimson Tide to previously undreamed 
of heights. Forney recalls all and tells much in a no-holds- 
barred, “warts and all” narrative that one moment elicits 
tears and the next gales of laughter. 

Forney followed Alabama's football fortunes from the 
lowest ebb in 1957 to national championship heights from 
such wide-ranging sights as the Meadowlands of Jersey and 
Miami’s Orange Bow! to Seattle’s Washington Husky 
Stadium and the fabled Los Angeles Coliseum. The games 
are here, but so are the hitherto untold tales of trips, short 
and long, and insightful 
comments about well- 
known people on the 
college football scene. 

Through all this color 
and excitement John 
Forney was known as 
“the Voice of the Tide.” 
You listened to him then, 
Now read his own unique 
memors of those golden 
gridiron years. 
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History Of Alabama Athletics: 


Tide Is TV Favorite 


by Julia McNair 


Alabama football has 
been showcased by 
television coverage 


are is the football game played by the 
Jabama Crimson Tide that isn't per- 
formed before a full stadium. But with dere- 
gulation of NCAA television restrictions, 
more often than not the audience of Bama 
football games far exceeds the 60,000 to 
nearly 100,000 who might be in attendance. 
Alabama is a favorite of the television 
executives. 

Only Notre Dame, which has been the 
closest thing to America’s Team at the col- 
lege level, has been televised more often 
than Alabama. This year the Irish have been 
televised in all games except SMU (which 
was on probation and prohibited from being 
on TV), running the Notre Dame mark to 
100 network telecasts. When Bama tees it up 
against Auburn it will mark the Tide’s 96th 
telecast, and the bowl game will close the 
Tide to within three of Notre Dame for the all- 
time lead. Alabama's record in televised 
games is 57-34-4. 

Alabama was televised eight times in 
1986. Not on TV were Southern Miss, Flor- 
ida (on probation), Memphis State and 
Temple. 

One of the reasons for Alabama's frequent 
appearances on television is bowl games. 
America’s bowlingest team (38 previous ap- 
pearances) has also made most of its show- 
ings since the advent of television in the early 
1950s. Twenty-eight bowl games in which 
Bama has played have been telecast and the 
Tide has a 15-11-2 in those televised post 
season affairs. 


he television networks attempt to pick 

games that will be close ones in order to 
keep viewer attention. As a result, it is difficult 
to post a very high winning percentage in tel- 
evised games. In fact, Bama started on its na- 
tional television road on the wrong foot, a 
27-13 setback at the hands of Tennessee. 
However, Bama has bounced back and now 
leads the Volunteers 6-3-1 in televised 


Keith Jackson 


games. The 0-0 tie in 1953 is also of televi- 
sion significance. Two of the nation’s best 
known sportscasters are Mel Allen and Lind- 
sey Nelson. Allen is an Alabama graduate, 
Nelson an alumnus of Tennessee. They 
talked NBC into telecasting the Bama-Vol 
game that year with the two of them sharing 
broadcast duties. When the boring game had 
concluded, network executives told them 
that would be the last time they let the broad- 
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casters pick the game. But Lindsey noted 
“Mel and | could remain good friends when 
it ended with no loser.” 

Alabama's first bowl game was also mem- 
orable from a television history standpoint. 
The Tide set all sorts of national bow! records 
in destroying Syracuse, 61-6, in the 1953 Or- 
ange Bowl. As the game went far beyond the 
time allowed, network officials tried to get the 
Orange Bowl to shorten the fourth quarter, a 
request that was denied. 

Most of Alabama's ‘‘home” telecasts have 
been from Legion Field in Birmingham. 
However, in 1979 ABC agreed to telecast 
the Alabama-Miami game from Bryant- 
Denny Stadium. This was a payback for the 
network having telecast only one Bama 
game that year, a national championship 
season following a season in which the Tide 
had won a national championship with one 
of the most exciting games ever telecast by 
ABC, the goalline stand Sugar Bowl against 
Penn State. Although Alabama had installed 
state of the art lights in the stadium in the late 
1960s, by 1979 the state of the art had 
changed and Alabama was forced to add 
temporary lighting, even though it was a day 
game. That was done again this year for the 
Penn State game, the only other Tide game 
televised from Tuscaloosa by a national 
network. 


ince 1960 ABC has been the leader as 

the network telecasting college football. 
The first national broadcast by ABC featured 
Alabama against Georgia in 1960, the Tide 
taking a surprisingly easy 21-6 win over Fran 
Tarkenton and company. 

Probably no one is more identified with 
college football telecasts than ABC's Keith 
Jackson. And he likes doing Alabama foot- 
ball games. 

“T think anytime you go to an Alabama 
football game you are going to be treated to 
the very highest quality, both on and off the 
field,”’ says Jackson. “I equate Alabama fans 
with those of Nebraska. They appreciate and 
understand the game of football. And while 
they support their own team to the ultimate, 
they also recognize and acknowledge supe- 
rior play by the opposition. | think we are 
slipping away from that in sports, but | think 
it's still best demonstrated at the college level 
and particularly at places like Alabama.” 

He calls football at Alabama ‘‘a happen- 
ing, a special event. I’ve never done an Ala- 
bama game | didn’t enjoy." 

Jackson hesitates to name a standout 
game involving Alabama, “There have just 
been so many,” he said. “A couple of Sugar 
Bowls, Notre Dame and Penn State. Cer- 
tainly Coach Bryant's 315th win against Au- 


burn. Last year's Penn State game. And last 


year's Auburn game was about as good as 
it's going to get.” 

He also remembers a couple of Alabama 
games which were not televised but which he 
saw, Bama contests against Southern Cal in 
1970 and 1971. ‘That 42-21 whipping John 
McKay gave Paul also gave him the tool he 
needed to use all available players. The next 
year in LA he beat John 17-10 in a hell of a 
game. | thought Alabama was a team with a 
lot less talent than SC; it was done through 
salesmanship of the wishbone and 
coaching.” 

One of the repercussions of a new televi- 
sion contract beginning next year is that 
Jackson's familiar voice will no longer de- 
scribe Alabama football (unless in a bowl 
game). The Southeastern Conference re- 
portedly made a handshake deal to leave the 
College Football Association television pack- 
age with CBS and ESPN and be part of the 
ABC package (which will include Big Ten 
and Pac 10 games) for a four-year, $25 mil- 
lion payoff. However, the SEC decided to 
stay with the CFA package (which will pay 
$134 million to the 63 CFA teams over four 
years), “Il don't expect to do games longer 
than four more years,” said Jackson. 

The SEC is still negotiating another con- 
tract for the SEC Game of the Week, cur- 
rently telecast by WTBS of Atlanta 


labama's attractive schedule has been 

helpful in gaining national telecasts for 
the Tide. For instance, all games with Notre 
Dame—two bowl games and three regular 
season games—have been telecast, and next 
year's game from South Bend should be no 
exception, The Irish have had the upper 
hand in the series, Bama’s victory this year 
the first for Alabama. 

Another nearly sure-thing television game 
each year is Penn State. Bama and the Lions 
have played nine times, eight on television 
and the record in TV games is 4-4. 

This year’s Auburn game marks the 12th 
time the Tide and Tigers have been televised, 
including the last five in a row. Bama held a 
commanding 9-2 edge in games going into 
this year’s contest. 

Alabama has been good for television be- 
cause of exciting Crimson Tide play and 
players. And television has been good for 
Bama, reinforcing and national following of 
the Tide, as well as helping to pay part of the 
freight of operating one of the nation's top 
athletics programs. Even with the occasional 
inconvenience of changing kickoff times (or 
even dates), television has been—and 
should continue to be—a big part of Ala- 
bama football tradition. 
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ALABAMA 
VIDEOTAPE 


The Tide 


Dynast 
(1892-1982 


The football story of the 
Alabama Crimson Tide, from 
1892 through 1982, included 
some of the greatest and 
most colorful players, 
coaches and games. This 
high-quality, 90-minute video- 
tape, narrated by nationally- 
known broadcaster Jack 
Drees and Alabama color 
commentator Doug Layton, 
includes films and interviews 
of the men who built and sus- 
tained Alabama football. 
(This videotape is a re-edited 
version of two separate 
shows formerly offered by DE 
Sports Productions.) 
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Bennett An All-America 

To the surprise of absolutely no one, the 
All-America teams are beginning to be an- 
nounced and Alabama outside linebacker 
Cornelius Bennett is on them. 

Football News selected Bennett to its first 
team squad for the third straight year and 
also put sophomore running back Bobby 
Humphrey on the second team and senior 
cornerback Freddie Robinson on the third 
team. Bennett was also named first team All- 
America by Scripps-Howard news service 
and Kodak. 

Before Bennett, the standard by which all 
Alabama linebackers had been graded was a 
pretty high standard—Lee Roy Jordan. Jor- 
dan, who also proved his worth as an all-pro 
linebacker with the Dallas Cowboys, was in 
Tuscaloosa recently for a reunion of the 
1961 Alabama national champions and dis- 
cussed Bennett. ‘‘He is a great football 
player,’’ said Jordan. “I think he has a 
chance to be a great pro as a linebacker/line- 
man if he gets with the right team,”’ said Jor- 
dan of Bennett. ““He has great speed, great 
size, great leverage and great strength.” 
Linebacker/lineman? That points out a pri- 
mary difference in Jordan and Bennett. 

‘He doesn’t play the same position I did,”’ 
said Jordan. ‘They call defensive ends out- 
side linebackers now, but] was not and could 
not have played there. He’s more in the mold 
of a Ted Hendricks,” 

Any similarities? *‘I think he has and | had 
the ability to make the big play when Ala- 
bama had to have it,”’ said Jordan. 


Academics 

Four Alabama players have been named 
to the Southeastern Conference All-Aca- 
demic team. Seniors Greg Richardson (3.00 
grade point average in education), Ricky 
Thomas (3.31 in education) and Joe Godwin 
(3.42 in business) and sophomore Kermit 
Kendrick (3.04 in business) were picked for 
the honor squad. 

However, the biggest academic honor has 
gone to University President Joab Thomas. 
The November 5 issue of The Chronicle of 
Higher Education listed Dr. Thomas as one 
of the nation’s most effective college presi- 
dents, Of the 29 heads of research and doc- 
toral degree-granting institutions ranked as 
most effective in the country, Alabama’s 
president was the only one from the Deep 
South. 


Legion Field In 1987 

In the early part of every year Alabama 
ticket buyers and owners of motels and res- 
taurants in Birmingham and Tuscaloosa wait 
anxiously to see which Bama games will be at 
Legion Field in Birmingham, which will be at 
Bryant-Denny Stadium in Tuscaloosa. 
There's no suspense for 1987. Because of 


construction to add some 12,000 seats and 
make other improvements and additions to 
the campus facility, all games next year will 
be in Birmingham. 

Alabama's tentative (television can change 
anything) home schedule next season is 
Southem Miss on September 12, Florida on 
September 19, Southwestern Louisiana on 
October 3, Tennessee October 17 and Mis- 
sissippi State October 31. Auburn is the 
home team for the November 28 game in 
Birmingham, 

The Southeastem Conference has a rule 
against a team playing its spring game away 
from campus, but if Alabama elects to have a 
spring game (Coach Ray Perkins hinted 
there might not be one) the conference 
would almost certainly waive its rule. (Per- 
kins also hinted that Mobile, which hasn't 
had an Alabama game since 1969, might get 
the A-Day affair.) 

The NCAA is also expected to give Ala- 
bama exemption from its rule that prohibits 
having high school prospects to off campus 
events. The Tide will almost certainly be able 
to have its prospects at all home games in 
1987. In the past a prospect could come as 
Bama’s guest only to those games in 
Tuscaloosa. 

While the $16.7 million renovation project 
at Bryant-Denny Stadium is a healthy shot of 
business, the West Alabama Convention and 
Visitors Bureau estimates the loss of three 
games costs Tuscaloosa more than $3.5 mil- 
lion in revenue. 

Alabama took bids on the stadium reno- 
vation with both 10 month and 16 month 
plans. In addition to being considerably less 
expensive ($2 million), the 16 month plan 
was judged far less risky. Nationwide, stad- 
ium construction comes in behind schedule. 


Redshirts 

Other than true freshmen, only three scho- 
larshipped Alabama football players who 
have redshirt eligibility have failed to see 
game action and thus qualify for redshirt sta- 
tus this year. Two of them, offensive lineman 
Butch Lewis and strong safety Rory Tumer, 
have missed this year with knee injuries. The 
other is quarterback Vince Sutton, a co- 
starter with Mike Shula in 1984, used almost 
not at allin 1985, and dressing but not seeing 
action this year. He will be a sophomore in 
eligibility next year battling David Smith and 
three redshirted freshmen for the quarter- 
back job. 

Additionally, cornerback Vernon Wilkin- 
son, who would have been a fifth year senior 
this season, will be able to play again in 1987 
if physically able and academically eligible. 
Wilkinson was critically injured in an auto- 
mobile accident last spring that left Tide run- 
ning back George Scruggs dead. In addition 
to the serious injuries Wilkinson suffered, he 
missed spring examinations and has been 
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out of school since. Although he faces a very 
difficult road, the NCAA makes exceptions to 
the rule of having five years in which to play 
four in extreme circumstances. 

Of the 22 eligible freshmen, six—defen- 
sive backs John Mangum and Lee Ozmint, 
noseguard Willie Wyatt, tight end Charlie 
Abrams, center Mike Zuga and offensive tac- 
kle Danny Cash—saw playing time. Red- 
shirts are lineman Terrill Chatman, 
quarterback Jeff Dunn, linebacker Spencer 
Hammond, lineman Byron Holdbrooks, 
quarterback Gary Hollingsworth, lineman 
Greg Kiker, lineman David Lenoir, lineman 
Kevin Penny, quarterback Billy Ray, lineman 
Chris Robinette, linebacker Lee Rockwell, 
wide receiver Lamonde Russell, lineman 
Roger Shultz, defensive back Mike Smith, 
lineman Scott Tucker and placekicker Alan 
Ward. 


Great Decades 

The College Football Researchers Associ- 
ation has come up with a list of teams who 
had “great decades.” The research pre- 
cluded any team from having overlapping 
decades (a school couldn't be listed for its 
1951-60 and also its 1955-64 decades). The 
best decade was by Yale with a 124-3-3 re- 
cord (96.5 winning percent) from 1886- 
1895. The association concluded that 85 
teams (several schools are listed more than 
once) had great decades, winning at least 80 
percent of their games. 

Alabama appears on the list three times. 
The 1971-80 decade (107-13-0, 89.2 per- 
cent) ranks 17th, the 1929-38 decade (80- 
11-4, 86.3 percent) ranks 28th, and the 
1959-68 decade (91-13-6, 85.5 percent) 
ranks 35th. 

Four other Southeastern Conference 
schools appear on the list—the 1925-34 
Tennessee decade ranking 24th, the 1954- 
63 Ole Miss decade ranking 30th, the 1902- 
11 Vanderbilt decade ranking 38th, and the 
1908-17 Auburn decade ranking 77th. 


Another First 

Alabama is generally being picked to win 
this year’s Southeastern Conference basket- 
ball championship (much to the consterna- 
tion of Bama Head Coach Wimp 
Sanderson). Additionally, Tide junior center 
Derrick McKey is generally tabbed as the 
league's best player and senior point quard 
Terry Coner as best at his position. 

When the editors of the 10 publications 
devoted exclusively to coverage of SEC 
teams were polled the results were much the 
same as they have been elsewhere. Bama 
was named either first or second on all 10 
ballots (four firsts) and finished with 94 points 
on the basis of 10 points for first place, nine 
for second, etc. However, unlike the sports- 
writers and sportscasters at the SEC media 
day in Atlanta, who picked Kentucky fifth, 


the Wildcats were picked second by the 10 
SEC editors. And Kentucky was named first 
on five ballots. The vote had the rest of the 
leaque with Aubum third, Florida fourth 
(with one first place vote), LSU fifth, Georgia 
sixth, Tennessee seventh, Vanderbilt eighth, 
Ole Miss ninth and Mississippi State last, 

The editors also made McKey the MVP 
(five votes to two each for LSU's Nikita Wil- 
son and Tennessee's Tony White and one to 
Kentucky's Winston Bennett, who has been 
declared out this year), Coner joined McKey, 
Wilson (who along with McKey was named 
on all 10 ballots), White and Auburn's Frank 
Ford on the editors’ All-SEC team. Coner, 
White and Ford were all named on eight bal- 
lots. The second five was Eric Smith of Ole 
Miss, Ed Davender of Kentucky, Jeff Moore 
of Auburn and Andrew Moten and Vernon 
Maxwell of Florida. Sophomore forward 
Mike Ansley was the only other Tider receiv- 
ing votes. 

McKey was named the leaque’s best de- 
fensive player and the most exciting player 
and finished second to White as the best of- 
fensive player. Bama's Jim Farmer and Ole 
Miss's Smith were named most underrated 
(but, ironically, Farmer was also named by 
one voter as most overrated). 

The editors picked this year’s key games as 
(in order): Alabama at Kentucky, Alabama at 
Auburn, Florida at Alabama, Kentucky at 
LSU. 

By a wide margin, Florida was looked 
upon as the most interesting team to watch 
this year and also the most likely surprise 
team. 

Incidentally, last summer those same 10 
editors picked Alabama to win the SEC foot- 
ball championship with Florida second, Ten- 
nessee third and Auburn fourth. LSU was 
picked fifth, but was also picked as the most 
likely surprise team. 


More Redshirts 

Although circumstances could alter his 
plans, Coach Sanderson would like very 
much to redshirt three Tide basketball fresh- 
men this year, inside players Josh Gilbert and 
Jon Belk and guard Joe Hudson. 


Women Picked Sixth 

There's no conference like the SEC when 
it comes to women’s basketball. Almost 
every team has been ranked among the na- 
tion’s top 20 over the past two years and a 
half dozen finished last season in the elite 
rankings. This year five teams are in the pre- 
season top 20 and Alabama, rebuilding with 
only two returning starters under second year 
Head Coach Lois Myers, isn’t among them. 
At the SEC media event the Lady Tide was 
picked sixth, behind Auburn, Tennessee, 
Georgia, Ole Miss and LSU. Behind Bama 
were Vanderbilt, Kentucky, Florida and Mis- 
sissippi State 
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“We're going to be young, inexperienced 
and extremely small. We graduated our top 
scorer and rebounder, so to say we're re- 
building would be a major understatement,” 
said Myers. 


Hauschild Repeats 

Penney Hauschild, a 10-time All-America 
and four-time national champion, has been 
selected as recipient of the prestigious Brod- 
erick Sports Award in gymnastics for the sec- 
ond year in a row. As a winner of the 
Broderick Award in her sport she qualifies as 
a candidate for the Broderick Cup, symbolic 
of the Collegiate Female Athlete of the Year. 

She will receive her award and be honored 
with the athletes chosen in nine other sporis 
at the Broderick Cup dinner in San Diego on 
danuary 8. 


Nearer To Citizenship 

Although the 99th Congress adjourned 
without passing the bill that would have 
given East German defector and Alabama 
swimmer Peter Berndt citizenship, last min- 
ute passage of a bill giving some 5,000 legal 
aliens in the United States permanent resi- 
dent status cleared a major roadblock to the 
special bill for Berndt. 

The bill will be reintroduced in both the 
Senate and the House when the 100th Con- 
gress convenes January 6 and easy passage 
is expected. 


Named To Pan-Am Staff 

Alabama Assistant Swimming Coach 
Brian Gordon has been named to the staff of 
the United States team for the Pan-American 
Games. The games will be held in the United 
States in August, at Indianapolis. 


Who’s In Third? 

If Alabama was Russia and Vanderbilt was 
America and *BAMA was Pravda, an ac- 
count of the Southeastern Conference wom- 
en's soccer season might be reported like 
this: 

Alabama finished second, while Vander- 
bilt was next to last. 

The explanation is that Alabama was 
forced to add one women’s sport to its over- 
all program this year in order to meet NCAA 
Division | criteria. Whereas eight SEC teams 
have women’s volleyball, Bama added soc- 
cer. The only other SEC school fielding a 
women's soccer team is Vanderbilt, Vander- 
bilt defeated Alabama, 2-0, thus having the 
right to claim the mythical conference 
championship. 

Bama's first year of soccer competition 
with a team of volunteers went about as ex- 
pected, a 2-9 record. Nevertheless, Coach 
danko Emedi has hopes of building the team 
into a contender 
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106 
Nov. 28 
Dec. 1 
Dec. 6 
Dec. 10 
Dec. 13 
Dec. 20 
Dec. 22 
Dec. 29- 
Dec. 30 


Jan, 3 

Jan. 7 

Jan. 10 
dan. 12 
dan. 15 
dan. 17 
dan. 22 
dan. 24 
Jan. 28 
Jan. 31 
FEb. 4 

Feb. 7 

Feb. 11 
Feb. 14 
Feb. 18 
Feb. 21 
Feb. 25 
Feb. 28 


March 5-8 


ALABAMA’S WINTER SPORTS SCHEDULES 


Men’s Basketball 


Athletes In Action 93 

(@ Northeast Louisiana 
Furman 

(@ Florida State 

Arkansas (Birmingham) 

Duke (East Rutherford, N.d.) 
Appalachian State 

(@ Georgia 

BMA CLASSIC (Kansas City) 
(Missouri, Oral Roberts, Penn) 


Mississippi State 

(@ Kentucky (TV) 
Vanderbilt 

South Carolina 
LSU (TV) 

(@ Mississippi (TV) 
Auburn (TV) 

(a Tennessee 

(@ Florida 

Georgia 

(@ Mississippi State 
Kentucky (TV) 

(@ Vanderbilt (TV) 
(a LSU (TV) 
Mississippi 

(a Auburn (TV) 
Tennessee 

Florida (TV) 

SEC Tournament (Atlanta) 


Women’s Basketball 


Nov. 28- 


SOUTHERN INVITATIONAL 
(Atlanta) 


Nov. 30(Florida A&M, Georgia, Georgia State, 


UAB, South Alabama, Texas A&M, 


Grambling) 
Dec. 3 Livingston 
Dec. 5- LADYJACK CLASSIC (Nacogdoches, 
Texas) 
Dec. 6 (Baylor, Stephen F. Austin, UT-San 
Antonio) 
Dec. 9 Texas Tech 
Dec. 13 (@ Troy State 
Dec. 18 Illinois-Chicago 
Dec. 20 (@® Clemson 
Dec, 21 (@ U-T Chattanooga 
dan. 2- WOLFPACK CLASSIC (Reno, Nev.) 
dan. 3 (UN-Reno, Wyoming, Northwestern 
State) 
Jan. 9 Tennessee State 
Jan. 11 Vanderbilt 
Jan. 17 Mississippi 
dan, 24 Mississippi College 
dan. 29 Alabama-Birmingham 
Feb. 1 (a Georgia 
Feb. 4 Mississippi State 
Feb. 7 (@ Kentucky 
Feb. 11 ( Alcorn State 
Feb. 15 @ LSU 
Feb. 21 (@ Auburn 
Feb. 25 Tennessee 
Feb. 28 Florida 
March 2 (w Mississippi College 
March 4-7 SEC Tournament (Albany, Ga.) 
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Women’s Swimming 
69 Vanderbilt 44 
63 (@ Virginia 50 
79 Kentucky 61 
92 New Orleans 44 
Dec. 5-7 US Open (Orlando) 
Jan. 10 FSU/NE Louisiana (Pensacola) 


dan. 23 (@ Southern Miss 
dan, 24 @ Tulane 
dan, 31 Auburn 
Feb. 7 Tennessee 
Feb. 15 Miami 
Feb. 25-28 SEC Championships 
March 7 Florida 
March 12-14 Diving Regionals (LSU) 
March 19-21 NCAA (Indianapolis) 
Gymnastics 
Jan. 10 Georgia College 
Jan. 16 Auburn/LSU 
dan. 23 Missouri/lowa St. (@ Missouri 
dan. 30 (@ Georgia 
Feb. 14 RED & WHITE CLASSIC 
(Oklahoma, Georgia) 
Feb. 21 Utah 
Feb. 27 @ LSU 
March 3 Penn State 
March 9 Utah/Oklahoma (@ Utah 
March 15 Georgia 
March 20 Arizona State 
March 28 SEC Championships (Athens) 
April 2 @ Auburn 
April 11 NCAA Regionals 
April 24-25 NCAA Tournament (Utah) 


DOUG 
LAYTON's 


STEEPLECHASE Townhomes is a new 
community built in the heart of the fastest 
growing and most sought after area in def- 
ferson County. These private residences 
are designed for quality living with the com- 
mitment of the developer to quality con- 
struction with attention to detail that is 
reflective in the materials and workmanship 
throughout each residence. 


TOWN HOM ES 


$73,000 to $93,200 


The ve 
heart of 
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Men's Swimming 
71 Vanderbilt 41 
70 @ Virginia 43 
75 Kentucky 37 
Dec. 5-7 US Open (Orlando) 
Jan. 10 FSU/NE Louisiana (Pensacola) 
dan. 23 @ Southern Miss 
Jan, 24 (@ Tulane 
Jan. 31 Auburn 
Feb. 15 Miami 
Feb. 25-28 SEC Championships 
March 7 Florida 
March 12-14 Diving Regionals (LSU) 
April 2-4 NCAA (Austin) 
Men’s Track 
Jan.16-17 Kodak Inv. (Johnson City, Tenn.) 
Jan. 23 (@ Arkansas Invitational 
dan. 24 (@) Iinois Invitational 
Jan. 30 Millrose Games (New York) 
Feb. 1 Bud Light Inv. (Fairfax, Va.) 
Feb. 7 (@ LSU Quintangular 
Feb. 13-14 (@ Nebraska Invitational 
Feb. 28-March 1 SEC (Gainesville) 
March 7 Fast Times Inv. (Gainesville) 
March 13-14 NCAA (Oklahoma City) 
Women’s Track 
Jan. 16-17. Kodak Inv. (Johnson City, Tenn.) 
dan. 23 (@ Arkansas Invitational 
dan. 24 @ Illinois Invitational 
dan. 30 Millrose Games (New York) 
Feb. 1 Bud Light Inv. (Fairfax, Va.) 
Feb. 7 (@ LSU Quintangular 
Feb, 13-14 (a) Nebraska Invitational 
Feb. 28-March 1 SEC (Gainesville) 
March 7 Fast Times Inv. (Gainesville) 
March 13-14 NCAA (Oklahoma City) 


teeplechase 


VEONA DANIELS ROAD 
AND ROCKY RIDGE RANCH ROAD 
BIRMINGHAM, ALABAMA 


The Appointments: 


@ Fee Simple Ownership 

@ Eneray Efficient Construction 

® Parquet Foyer Entry 

® Woodburning Fireplaces with Log 
Lighter 

® Private Deck or Patio 


Call or write: 


DOUG LAYTON 
520 Beacon Parkway West 
Suite 108 
Birmingham, AL 35209 
(205)942-1512 
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Results Of Alabama’s 1986 Football Opponents 


3-33 
@ Tennessee @ 


rd 
o 
vt 


31-9 
@ Vanderbilt 


8 3 


= 


o | ee PY 
2 


at 
1:30 EDT 
EE 
19-13 
(@ Pitt 
Steleee 


@ Ole Miss Arkansas St 


6-28 
é 
35-21 
New Mexico 
45-15 
Temple 


University Park 


PENN STATE 
Nittany Lions 


OHIO STATE 
Fighting Irish 
South Bend, Ind. 
MEMPHIS STATE 
MISSISSIPPI STATE 
Starkville 


Cosmetic surgery has quickly become 
an accepted approach to improvement 
of appearance, and income is no 
longer considered a barrier. At the 
Cosmetic Surgery Clinic of Alabama 
your appearance 1s our main concern. 


Getting There: 

Anniston is a beautiful town conven- 
iently located midway between Bir- 
mingham and Atlanta. For those 
flying into Anniston please make us 
aware of your travel plans so that we 
might arrange for lodging and ground 
transportation. We will even assis 
those driving to our office by providing 
directions, and when possible a map. 


Being There: 

That’s the best part! The staff of the 
Cosmetic Surgery Clinic of Alabama 
is dedicated to assisting you with your 
needs. Whether it be out-patient or in- 


% 4 


patient procedures, their approach to 
your care will have you in mind. 


While You’re There: 
During your consultation, you might 
t among the many procedures to 
improve your appearance: facelift to 
tighten loose skin around the face, 
eyelid surgery to remove baggy 
tissue, nose surgery to change the 
appearance or to improve the profile, 
fat extraction surgery to remove 
fatty deposits from stomach, thighs 
and legs, or breast enlargement 
procedures, to mention just a few. 


Your appearance 
IS OUL S] 


eclz 


You’ll Meet: 


For your consultation visit you will 
meet Dr. Charles Brentnall, a native 
of Alabama, and an experienced 
surgeon board certified by the 
American Board of Cosmetic Surgery. 
You will be pleased by his abilities 
and expertise. Most of all, you will be 
pleased by his approach to your care. 
Why Aren’t You There? 

So why aren’t you there? For a con- 
sultation visit call (205) 238-08( 

The next best thing to being there is 
knowing that soon you will be. 


Cosmetic Surgery Clinic 


of Alabama 


1820 Leighton Avenue 
Anniston, Alabama 


(205) 238-0808 
(205) 249-0358 
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Total amt. enclosed ___-___—sfor Cs Subscriptions 
Alabama residents add 4% ($1.00) sales tax each subscription. 
©) Payment Enclosed ©) Mastercharge 0 Visa 


Bank Gard a Ee: Dat 
Signature 


PLEASE PRINT 


TO: 


Address 
City 


Gift To: 


Address 
City 


| Gift From: 


Address 


City State 


§ Make Check Payable To: BAMA Magazine 
P.O. Box 6104 
Overseas Add $5.00 University, Alabama 35486 
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When Rick Rush created this serigraph edition, only 200 prints 
were produced. "Yow only a fraction of the original edition 
remains. Each print is an original, hand-worked creation that is 
now being made available to you. 

Rush ss first Alabama serigraph print ‘Sugar Bowl 1978" sold 
for only 2200 at the time of it’s release, now it sells for 2800. In 
1979 his second print of the Alabama Suite entitled, ‘You Better 
Pass; Sugar Bowl 1979" was released at $3500 and today sells 
for well over $1,000. 


The evidence of his success is in the list of collector’s who 
own his work and the exposure his work has received. His work 
is represented in famous collections including; a United States 
President; the corporate art collection of Malcolm Forbes, 
Forbes Magazine President; and athletes such as Kareem Abdul 
Jabbar. He has appeared on a nationally televised talk show and 
has been the subject of an Educational Television YYetwork 
special program. He was contracted by YBC Sports to do the 
fine art work for their production of the Rose Bowl which was. 
seen by over 700 million viewers. 


As the work of Rick Rush becomes a pictorial of sports nisiony, . os ¢ Ws 
so will his relationship with the Greatest Coach that ever lived). + 


COMMISSIONS 
The Wimbledon 
Championship 

The British Open 


a 

ORDER TODAY: CALL 1-800-654-5155 
1-205-339- 3899 (inside Alabama) 

OR WRITE: JIREH PUBLISHING 

P.O. BOX 206, TUSCALOOSA, AL 35402 


Please indicate the number of prints desired. 
Quantity 


O Enclosed is payment of *425.00 per print plus 4% sales tax (Alabama 
residents only) of 17.00 for a total of *442.00. 
O Please ship my prints C.O.D. and include shipping and handling 


“COACH PAUL ‘BEAR’ BRYANT’ charges. 
The print is absolutely limited to 200 prints. The image size is 19 inches 0 Enclosed is my down payment of 100.00. | agree to make 4 equal 
by 25 inches with suitable margins for framing. The price is *425.00 per monthly payments of *88 on the remaining balance. 
print. O Charge my Visa or Master Charge credit card. 
Name and Address of Collector (Please indicate your card preference.) 
Acct. Number 
Exp. Date 


Master Charge Inter Bank Number 


Signature 


